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Sunday 1st, 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM – RISE & SHINE POWER FLOW YOGA – Revitalize and 
Rejuvenate your Mind, Body & Spirit! This (power) yoga class is designed to blend awareness of 
breath, physical movement & mindfulness to promote clarity of mind while developing physical 
strength and stamina, increasing flexibility, burning calories and detoxifying the body! Increase your 
overall well-being by ending & beginning your week with this empowering & uplifting flow!  Suitable 
for adults. Participants must provide their own yoga mats. Program sponsored by Brandy Gray of 
MomWifeSOUL Yoga. Please email aedan.stockdale@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 
6039 to register. $10 Participant Fee payable by cash only. Robinson Preserve – Mosaic NEST 

Tuesday 3rd, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM – LIBRARY LEARNINGS: SEASHELL SHENANIGANS – Bring 

your young learners to the library to explore the animals that create seashells! Discover different 

colors, shapes and sizes of the jewel-like shells found on your very own Florida beaches. In this 

creature feature, we will use hands on exploration, manipulatives and games to learn all about 

shelled wildlife.  Program sponsored by the Manatee County Library System in partnership with 

PNRD. Program suitable for elementary age children. For more information please call 941-742-

8923 ext. 6034 Island Library  

Thursday 5th, 8:00 PM – 9:00 PM – MOVIE NIGHT AT THE NEST: RARE: CREATURES OF THE 
PHOTO ARK, PART 1 – Join us for an evening of film at the NEST! This month we’ll be featuring 
Rare: Creatures of the Photo Ark, a three-part series that gives viewers a behind-the-scenes look 
at the making of the National Geographic Photo Ark initiative. Travel with renowned photographer 
Joel Sartore as he photographs at-risk and rare species in the wild, in zoos, and in nature preserves. 
This captivating and visually stunning special will reveal why ensuring these species’ future matters 
to us all. Program suitable for all ages. To register, call 941-742-5923 ext. 6036 or e-mail 
elena.burke@mymanatee.org. Robinson Preserve – Mosaic NEST 

Saturday 7th, 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM – RYE PRESERVE NATURE CENTER OPEN – We are opening 
the doors of the newest addition to Rye Preserve. Come view a variety of exhibits that highlight the 
history of Rye and its uplands habitat. Department staff will take visitors on guided tours of the 
Center, and lead special hands-on activities related to each exhibit.  Suitable for all ages. No 
reservations required, please visit any time during open house hours.  For more information please 
call (941) 748-4501 ext. 6039. Rye Preserve 

Saturday 7th, 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM – ADULT ARCHERY – Set your sights on the exciting outdoor 
activity of archery! This program will provide participants with basic archery instruction, 
familiarization with archery equipment, and instruction in shooting techniques that create successful 
archers. All necessary equipment will be provided thanks to a grant from the Easton Sports 
Development Foundation. Program is suitable participants 16 years and older. Reservations are 
required. Please email aedan.stockdale@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6039. Rye 
Preserve 

http://www.mymanatee.org/ecoevents
mailto:aedan.stockdale@mymanatee.org
mailto:elena.burke@mymanatee.org
mailto:aedan.stockdale@mymanatee.org


 

Find the calendar online at www.mymanatee.org/ecoevents 

The Parks and Natural Resources Department’s Calendar of Events 

September 2019 Eco-Events 

  
Saturday 7th, 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM – YOUTH ARCHERY – Set your sights on the exciting outdoor 
activity of archery! This program will provide participants with basic archery instruction, 
familiarization with archery equipment, and instruction in shooting techniques that create 
successful archers. All equipment will be provided for use. Program is suitable for ages 6 to 16 
years old. Program sponsored by the Florida Youth Conservation Centers Network and Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Reservations are required. Please email 
aedan.stockdale@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6039. Rye Preserve 

Saturday 7th, 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM – SATURDAY MORNINGS AT THE NEST – Join us at the 
new Mosaic Center for Nature, Exploration, Science and Technology for a morning of exploration. 
Walk the grounds of the historic Reasoner Tract and observe botanical giants collected from 
around the world. Explore the canopy boardwalk among the banyans, climb to the top of the 
crow’s nest, take in breathtaking panorama views, and make an exciting exit from the building via 
slide. Learn about upcoming programs and exciting new additions to Robinson Preserve. Suitable 
for all ages. No reservations required, please visit any time during open house hours. For more 
information please email ecoevents@mymantee.org Robinson Preserve - Mosaic NEST 

Sunday 8th, 9:30 AM -10:30 AM – MORNING FLOW YOGA BENNETT PARK— Join us for a 
NEW yoga program at Bennett Park. This FREE vinyasa yoga practice is open to all levels.  Start 
your morning with an invigorating and grounding practice outdoors in the beautiful setting of 
Bennett Park.  Pair your breath with physical movement to create greater awareness of the 
physical and mental bodies while gaining strength, flexibility and greater mindfulness. Feel free 
to bring your kids, your dogs, your friends and let's flow together as a community. Participants 
must provide own yoga mat. Program sponsored by Kelly Gleason of Studio K2G Yoga and 
Fitness. Please email michelle.leahy@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6035 to 
register. Bennett Park 

Mondays September 9th – October 28th, 10:15 AM – 11:30 AM – TINKERGARTEN AT TOM 
BENNETT PARK – Every Monday this Fall, families meet outdoors to connect and learn through 
play. In each session of our fall series, Tinkergarten Leader, Kristin Trezza, will facilitate a different 
expert-designed play lesson, welcoming children of various ages and needs to explore, problem 
solve, communicate, collaborate, and create together. And, all of our fall play lessons are inspired 
by a common play theme – SCIENTIST PLAY! In Tinkergarten class, parents and caregivers will 
also learn about how children develop through play and how to support play at home. The 
Tinkergarten program progresses to meet each child’s needs, season after season. This Fall, the 
curriculum for 3-8 years will support kids in developing a cognitive, social/emotional and physical 
skills, which every lesson will put special emphasis on our season’s focus—Sensory Learning. 
Suitable for ages 3-8 years. Program sponsored by Tinkergarten in partnership with Manatee 
County Parks and Natural Resources Department. Reservations are required. To reserve your 
space, please visit https://tinkergarten.com/classes/108067 $140 per student for 8 sessions. 
Tom Bennett Park 

http://www.mymanatee.org/ecoevents
mailto:aedan.stockdale@mymanatee.org
mailto:ecoevents@mymantee.org
mailto:michelle.leahy@mymanatee.org
https://tinkergarten.com/classes/108067


 

Find the calendar online at www.mymanatee.org/ecoevents 

The Parks and Natural Resources Department’s Calendar of Events 

September 2019 Eco-Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tuesday 10th, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM - SUNSET TAI CHI – Join us for this monthly class, on the lawn 
of the newly-opened Mosaic NEST! At sunset on the second Tuesday of the month, Dr. Brian Nell, 
a fifth degree blackbelt in kung fu and a certified Tai Chi instructor, will lead the group through the 
gentle movements of Tai Chi. This is a great way to shake off the stressful work week. Improve your 
balance, loosen your joints, and improve flexibility as you relax and breathe. This class is perfect 
for beginners and will include an exploration of several different styles of Tai Chi and Qigong. This 
class is held rain or shine – in case of weather, we will move into the NEST. Suitable for adults. 
Program sponsored by Cypress Pillar Healing Arts. Suitable for ages 13 and up. Please email 
aedan.stockdale@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6039 to register. $5 Participant Fee 
payable by cash only. Robinson Preserve - Mosaic NEST 

Wednesdays September 11th – November 6th, 10:00 AM – 11:15 AM – TINKERGARTEN AT GT 
BRAY PARK – Every Wednesday this Fall, families meet outdoors to connect and learn through 
play. In each session of our fall series, Tinkergarten Leader, Mycah Klinker, will facilitate a different 
expert-designed play lesson, welcoming children of various ages and needs to explore, problem 
solve, communicate, collaborate, and create together. And, all of our fall play lessons are inspired 
by a common play theme – SCIENTIST PLAY! In Tinkergarten class, parents and caregivers will 
also learn about how children develop through play and how to support play at home. The 
Tinkergarten program progresses to meet each child’s needs, season after season. This Fall, the 
curriculum for 18 months-5 years will support kids in developing a cognitive, social/emotional and 
physical skills, which every lesson will put special emphasis on our season’s focus—Sensory 
Learning. Suitable for ages 18 months-5 years. Program sponsored by Tinkergarten in partnership 
with Manatee County Parks and Natural Resources Department. Reservations are required. To 
reserve your space, please visit https://tinkergarten.com/classes/113591 $160 per student for 8 
sessions. G. T. Bray Park 

Wednesday 11th, 2:00 PM – 6:00 PM – GROWING UP WILD EDUCATOR WORKSHOP – Calling 
all Preschool Teachers, Home School Parents, and Early Childhood Educators: Learn how to use 
Florida’s wildlife to help your students and children Grow Up WILD!  During this FREE educator 
workshop, we will explore the Growing Up WILD early childhood education curriculum and 
interactive, age-appropriate activities. Participants will learn how to incorporate the program’s 
materials into their classes and discover new ways to provide an early foundation for developing 
positive impressions about nature.  All participants will leave this workshop with their very own 
Growing Up WILD Activity Guide. Spots are limited, so please sign up early if you are interested! 
Program suitable for anyone 16 years or older working with kids or interested in environmental 
education. Reservations are required. Please let us know if you would like to attend by emailing 
sarah.denison@mymanatee.org or calling 941-742-5923 ext. 6044. Robinson Preserve – Mosaic 
NEST 
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Thursday 12th, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM – TREETOTS: SCENT OF THE WILD – The nose knows all 
about smell! Come discover one of our 5 known senses and the sense most connected to memory. 
Bring your littlest family members to catch a whiff of smells found all around your Florida home. 
Through songs, movement, sensory activities and hands on play we will experience the wonders of 
smell.   Program suitable for newborns to 2-year-old. Reservations are required - Please let us know 
if you would like to attend by emailing coral.bass@mymanatee.org or calling 941-742-5757 ext.4. 
Robinson Preserve – Mosaic NEST  

Thursday 12th, 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM – NEST NATURE DAYS – The brand-new Mosaic Center for 
Nature, Exploration, Science and Technology will open its doors for an afternoon of exploration. 
Explore the canopy boardwalk among the banyans, climb to the top of the crow’s nest, take in 
breathtaking panorama views, and make an exciting exit from the building via slide. Learn about 
upcoming programs and exciting new additions to Robinson Preserve. Suitable for all ages. No 
reservations required, please visit any time during open house hours. For more information please 
email ecoevents@mymantee.org Robinson Preserve - Mosaic NEST 

Thursday 12th, 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM – HOMESCHOOL SCIENCE CLUB: SALTWATER FISHING 
CLINIC – Join Homeschool Science Club for a special saltwater fishing clinic! Tie an improved clinch 
knot, practice your fish identification skills, and learn the basics of catch and release fishing in 
Florida. Get a chance to use our fishing equipment and cast your line into the waters of Emerson 
Point Preserve to see what we can catch! Spots are limited, so please sign up early if you are 
interested. Program recommended for children over 8 years old, but children of all ages are 
welcome. Reservations are required. Please let us know if you would like to attend by emailing 
sarah.denison@mymanatee.org or calling 941-742-5923 ext. 6044. Emerson Point Preserve  

Thursday 12th, 5:30 PM – 7:00 PM – OYSTER BAGGIN’ VOLUNTEER EVENT – Join us to create 
oyster bags at Perico Preserve! The bags we make will later be deployed into local estuaries to help 
with the creation of new oyster reefs. These reefs will improve water quality and create habitat for 
native creatures in our preserves. Program is suitable for participants 14 and up who can lift 25 
pounds. Please let us know if you would like to attend by emailing michelle.leahy@mymanatee.org 
or calling 941-748-4501 ext. 6035 to register. Perico Preserve 

Thursday 12th, 8:00 PM – 9:00 PM – MOVIE NIGHT AT THE NEST: RARE: CREATURES OF THE 
PHOTO ARK, PART 2 – Join us for an evening of film at the NEST. This month we’ll be featuring 
Rare: Creatures of the Photo Ark, a three-part series that gives viewers a behind-the-scenes look 
at the making of the National Geographic Photo Ark initiative. Travel with renowned photographer 
Joel Sartore as he photographs at-risk and rare species in the wild, in zoos, and in nature preserves. 
This captivating and visually stunning special will reveal why ensuring these species’ future matters 
to us all. Program suitable for all ages. To register, call 941-742-5923 ext. 6036 or e-mail 
elena.burke@mymanatee.org. Robinson Preserve – Mosaic NEST 
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  Friday 13th, 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – WILDLIFE SPOTLIGHT: WOODPECKERS – Do you hear a 
knocking on a telephone pole outside your home, or a high-pitched sound of laughter? That’s a 
woodpecker! These incredible birds have unique abilities and play an important role in our 
ecosystem. Join us for a relaxing walk around the NEST at Robinson Preserve to look for 
woodpeckers in their natural habitat and learn to identify them by sight and sound! Program suitable 
for adults 18 and up. Reservations are required. Please call 941-742-5923 ext. 6036 or e-mail 
elena.burke@mymanatee.org. Robinson Preserve – Mosaic NEST 

Friday 13th, 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM – CITIZEN SCIENCE ACADEMY: DARK SKIES – Dark skies are 
wild skies and preserving our dark skies means protecting our wildlife. From nesting sea turtles to 
migrating birds, these animals rely on the natural night sky for survival. Learn about responsible 
artificial lighting and how different forms of light pollution can affect wildlife and even people. Join 
us as we monitor Manatee County’s dark skies using Globe at Night and the Loss of the Night app 
for iPhone and Android. After introducing our monitoring tools, joins us for a star walk to observe 
constellations and measure the ambient light of Robinson Preserve. Help us preserve our skies and 
protect the natural beauty of the night. Please email aedan.stockdale@mymanatee.org or call (941) 
742-5923 ext. 6039 to register. Robinson Preserve – Mosaic NEST 

Saturday 14th, 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM – SATURDAY MORNINGS AT THE NEST – Join us at the new 
Mosaic Center for Nature, Exploration, Science and Technology for a morning of exploration. Walk 
the grounds of the historic Reasoner Tract and observe botanical giants collected from around the 
world. Explore the canopy boardwalk among the banyans, climb to the top of the crow’s nest, take 
in breathtaking panorama views, and make an exciting exit from the building via slide. Learn about 
upcoming programs and exciting new additions to Robinson Preserve. Suitable for all ages. No 
reservations required, please visit any time during open house hours. For more information please 
email ecoevents@mymantee.org Robinson Preserve - Mosaic NEST 

Saturdays September 14th – November 9th, 10:00 AM – 11:15 AM – TINKERGARTEN AT GT BRAY 
PARK – Every Saturday this Fall, families meet outdoors to connect and learn through play. In each 
session of our fall series, Tinkergarten Leader, Mycah Klinker, will facilitate a different expert-
designed play lesson, welcoming children of various ages and needs to explore, problem solve, 
communicate, collaborate, and create together. And, all of our fall play lessons are inspired by a 
common play theme – SCIENTIST PLAY! In Tinkergarten class, parents and caregivers will also 
learn about how children develop through play and how to support play at home. The Tinkergarten 
program progresses to meet each child’s needs, season after season. This Fall, the curriculum for 
18 months-5 years will support kids in developing a cognitive, social/emotional and physical skills, 
which every lesson will put special emphasis on our season’s focus—Sensory Learning. Suitable 
for ages 18 months-5 years. Program sponsored by Tinkergarten in partnership with Manatee 
County Parks and Natural Resources Department. Reservations are required. To reserve your 
space, please visit https://tinkergarten.com/classes/113593 $160 per student for 8 sessions. 
G. T. Bray Park 
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Saturday 14th, 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM - SUNSET, FULL MOON PADDLE ROBINSON PRESERVE – 
Join us for an easy sunset paddle along the salt marshes of Robinson Preserve to the mouth of the 
Manatee River and Tampa Bay. We will take advantage of low tide to watch the sunset from the 
sandbar and return under the light of a full moon. This is an easy paddle which can be enjoyed by 
beginning kayakers. Program suitable for ages 16 and above. Participants must have their own 
canoe or kayak and safety gear. All participants must wear a life jacket and bring a flashlight or 
headlamp. Reservations are required. Please let us know if you would like to attend by emailing 
sarah.denison@mymanatee.org or calling 941-742-5923 ext. 6044.  Robinson Preserve 

Sunday 15th, 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM – RISE & SHINE POWER FLOW YOGA – Revitalize and 
Rejuvenate your Mind, Body & Spirit! This (power) yoga class is designed to blend awareness of 
breath, physical movement & mindfulness to promote clarity of mind while developing physical 
strength and stamina, increasing flexibility, burning calories and detoxifying the body! Increase your 
overall well-being by ending & beginning your week with this empowering & uplifting flow!  
Participants must provide their own yoga mats. Program sponsored by Brandy Gray of 
MomWifeSOUL Yoga. Suitable for adults. Please email aedan.stockdale@mymanatee.org or call 
(941) 742-5923 ext. 6039 to register. $10 Participant Fee payable by cash only. Robinson 
Preserve - Mosaic NEST 

Tuesday 17th, 3:30 PM – 4:30 PM – TORTOISE TALKS – Join us for this informal program on the 
Valentine House lawn as we take our education tortoise out to graze! In the wild, foraging is an 
integral part of a gopher tortoise’s lifestyle, so we encourage it as much as possible. Stop by and 
say hello, get a chance to meet him up close, and ask any questions you may have. Learn all about 
what tortoises need to survive, how we care for our tortoise, why we have him, and what efforts we 
can take to protect these important members of our Florida ecosystems. Program suitable for all 
ages. To register or for more information, please email coral.bass@mymanatee.org  Robinson 
Preserve 

Wednesday 18th, 10:15 AM - 11:00 AM – LIBRARY LEARNING: SPECTACULAR SEA TURTLES 
– Grab your young learners and join us for a creature feature on our sea turtle friends! Listen to a 
story and learn more about these fascinating creatures through interactive games and activities.  
Program sponsored by the Manatee County Library System in partnership with PNRD. Program 
suitable for preschool age children. No reservations required.  For more information please call 941-
742-5923 ext. 6044. Braden River Branch Library 

Thursday 19th, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM – GREEN EXPLORERS: SQUIRRELY SQUIRRELS – A 
bushytailed creature adventure awaits! Come discover the intricate lives of the squirrels in your 
Florida backyard.  Using hands on discovery, observations, movement, and the participants own 
creativity attendees will have a chance to play in nature. Green Explorers is a low structure, highly 
social and experienced based activity. Program suitable for all ages. Reservations are required - 
Please let us know if you would like to attend by emailing coral.bass@mymanatee.org or calling 
941-742-5923 ext. 6034. G. T. Bray Park 
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Thursday 19th, 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM – HOMESCHOOL BIOLOGY LAB: SQUID DISSECTIONS – 
Join us for our series of homeschool biology labs for middle and high school students. This recurring 
program will give older students the opportunity to participate in laboratory style programs and get 
hands on experience in the biology field. In this lab, we will learn the principles of dissection and 
use these skills to gain an in-depth knowledge of mollusk anatomy and adaptations. Program 
recommended for students 11 years and older. Reservations are required. Please let us know if you 
would like to attend by emailing sarah.denison@mymanatee.org or calling 941-742-5923 ext. 6044. 
$10 materials fee per student, payable by cash only. Emerson Point Preserve 

Thursday 19th, 8:00 PM – 9:00 PM – MOVIE NIGHT AT THE NEST: RARE: CREATURES OF THE 
PHOTO ARK, PART 3 – Join us for an evening of film at the NEST. This month we’ll be featuring 
Rare: Creatures of the Photo Ark, a three-part series that gives viewers a behind-the-scenes look 
at the making of the National Geographic Photo Ark initiative. Travel with renowned photographer 
Joel Sartore as he photographs at-risk and rare species in the wild, in zoos, and in nature preserves. 
This captivating and visually stunning special will reveal why ensuring these species’ future matters 
to us all. Program suitable for all ages. To register, call 941-742-5923 ext. 6036 or e-mail 
elena.burke@mymanatee.org. Robinson Preserve – Mosaic NEST 

Friday 20th, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM – WILD FL 101: BIOCUBE PROJECT – How much life exists in 
one cubic foot of space? Find out by taking part in our newest citizen science opportunity, The 
Biocube Project. In this program, we will be constructing aluminum cubes, deploying them at 
different locations around the preserve, and observing and identifying the organisms that enter the 
space of the cube. Data from this project will be submitted to a worldwide citizen science project 
developed by the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History. To learn more about the 
Biocube Project visit https://naturalhistory.si.edu/biocube Program recommended for adults. 
Reservations are required. Please let us know if you would like to attend by emailing 
elena.burke@mymanatee.org or calling 941-742-5923 ext. 6036. Robinson Preserve – Mosaic 
NEST 

Friday 20th, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM – TALL TAILS TRIBE: FOUND UNDERGROUND – Burrowed 
beneath our feet is a hidden world full of mystery. From the armadillos to the ants bring your 
preschooler for a day of investigating and discovering all the animal, plants, fungi that lie below the 
surface. Your little one will delight in a day of digging dirt, movement, songs, and a short stroll. 
Program suitable for preschool aged children. Reservations are required. Please let us know if you 
would like to attend by emailing coral.bass@mymanatee.org or calling 941-742-5757 ext.4. 
Emerson Point Preserve 
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  Saturday 21st, 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM – SATURDAY MORNINGS AT THE NEST – Join us at the new 
Mosaic Center for Nature, Exploration, Science and Technology for a morning of exploration. Walk 
the grounds of the historic Reasoner Tract and observe botanical giants collected from around the 
world. Explore the canopy boardwalk among the banyans, climb to the top of the crow’s nest, take 
in breathtaking panorama views, and make an exciting exit from the building via slide. Learn about 
upcoming programs and exciting new additions to Robinson Preserve. Suitable for all ages. No 
reservations required. For more information please email ecoevents@mymantee.org Robinson 
Preserve – Mosaic NEST 

Saturday 21st, 8:00 AM – 11:00 AM – VOLUNTEER OYSTER REEF RESTORATION WORKDAY 
– Join us and our partners from Sarasota Bay Estuary Program and Tampa Bay Estuary for a day 
in the water! We will be filling buckets with oyster shell and transporting them during low tide to 
create an oyster reef in Perico Bayou. The reef will provide habitat for wildlife, improve water quality, 
and stabilize shorelines in the bayou. Won’t you help us make a difference? Event in celebration of 
National Estuaries Week, in partnership with Sarasota Bay Estuary Program and Tampa Bay 
Estuary Program. Open to ages ten and older. More information and registration found here: 
https://new2019pericobayou.eventbrite.com Bridge over Perico Bayou 

Saturday 21st, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM – INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP – Join Keep Manatee 
Beautiful for an international day of service to help maintain our shorelines and stop marine debris. 
Volunteers can report to check-in centers on Anna Maria Island, Cortez Village, Wares Creek, 
Emerson Point Preserve, Terra Ceia, and the Braden and Manatee Rivers. Suitable for volunteers 
of all ages. Program sponsored by Keep Manatee Beautiful. Register online at 
https://www.manateebeautiful.com/events/international-coastal-cleanup-1 Various Locations 

Saturday 21st, 7:45 PM – 9:30 PM – STARRY NIGHT TELESCOPE EXPLORATION – Join us after 
sunset to watch the stars come out over Perico Preserve. Set your gaze skyward and search the 
heavens for a glimpse into the stars. Get a chance to view the skies through a high-powered 
telescope. Learn how to identify these heavenly bodies, and how you can star gaze at home too. 
Learn about our new Dark Skies citizen science initiative and how you can help monitor Manatee 
County’s dark skies using Globe at Night and the Loss of the Night app for iPhone and Android. 
The preserve is closed after dark, but we’re giving you a special opportunity to explore with a 
naturalist guide. Suitable for all ages. Reservations are required. Please email 
aedan.stockdale@mymanatee.org or call 941-742-5923 ext. 6039 to register. Perico Preserve  

Tuesday 24th, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM – STROLLER STROLLS: NEAL – Round up your baby buggies 
and your little ones for a strolling naturalist led walk through Manatee County’s wild spaces. Open 
your child’s eyes to the sights, smells, and feel of Florida’s great outdoors while learning about our 
preserve space. Meet other nature explorer families with similar aged kids. Program suitable for 0 
to 4 years but families are welcome to join. Reservations are required - Please let us know if you 
would like to attend by emailing coral.bass@mymanatee.org or calling 941-742-5757 ext.4. Neal 
Preserve  
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Find the calendar online at www.mymanatee.org/ecoevents 

The Parks and Natural Resources Department’s Calendar of Events 

September 2019 Eco-Events 

 
Wednesday 25th, 5:30PM – 7:30PM — COQUINA COASTAL CLEANUP —Time to save the seas! 
Grab your gloves, hat, and sunscreen – we'll provide the trash bags and grabbers – and take an 
active role in helping the environment. Your hard work will help keep the beaches beautiful and the 
wildlife safe. This is a great opportunity for teens looking to earn volunteer hours. Program suitable 
for volunteers of all ages. Please let us know if you would like to attend by emailing 
michelle.leahy@mymanatee.org or calling 941-742-5923 ext. 6035. Coquina Beach 

Thursday 26th, 5:00 PM – 6:30 PM –SCIENCE AND SERVICE BOOK CLUB: RIVER OF GRASS 
— Looking for a volunteer opportunity in the cool of the evening at beautiful Robinson Preserve? 
Come out to the newest part of Robinson for our book club with a service twist. Every month we will 
read different book from science and history about Florida, discuss, and follow it with a restoration 
project in Robinson Preserve. This month will be River of Grass by Marjory Stoneman Douglas. 
Program is suitable for bookworms 14 and up. Please let us know if you would like to attend by 
emailing michelle.leahy@mymanatee.org or calling 941-742-5923 ext. 6035 to register. Robinson 
Preserve - Mosaic NEST  

Saturday 28th, 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM – SATURDAY MORNINGS AT THE NEST – Join us at the new 
Mosaic Center for Nature, Exploration, Science and Technology for a morning of exploration. Walk 
the grounds of the historic Reasoner Tract and observe botanical giants collected from around the 
world. Explore the canopy boardwalk among the banyans, climb to the top of the crow’s nest, take 
in breathtaking panorama views, and make an exciting exit from the building via slide. Learn about 
upcoming programs and exciting new additions to Robinson Preserve. Suitable for all ages. No 
reservations required, please visit any time during open house hours. For more information please 
email ecoevents@mymantee.org Robinson Preserve - Mosaic NEST 

Saturday 28th, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM – CELEBRATE NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY AT 
ROBINSON PRESERVE– Join Manatee County Parks and Natural Resources Staff and partners 
for a Volunteer Opportunities Fair and National Public Lands Day celebration at Robinson 
Preserve!  Local partners and government agencies will be tabling in the butterfly garden to share 
volunteer and recreation opportunities in your local parks, preserves, and public lands.  We will also 
be unveiling new interpretive signage for Genbu the gopher tortoise's exhibit and our crawl-through 
gopher tortoise burrow activity, sponsored by the Gopher Tortoise Council.  Stop by with your family 
and friends, walk through the Valentine House and butterfly garden, and learn about ways YOU can 
serve and play in public lands.  No reservations required.  For more information please call 941-
742-5923 ext. 6044. Robinson Preserve 

ONGOING/AS NEEDED: RIP SQUAD VOLUNTEER WORKDAY – Join this group that works 
directly with County natural areas land managers on various wildlife habitat improvement projects. 
This group meets when needed with locations and tasks determined based on need, opportunity, 
and priority at the time of each event. Program suitable for volunteers age 16 and older. To receive 
email announcements about the RIP squad volunteer events, send an email to Erin at 
Erin.Struzzieri@mymanatee.org Location and time TBA - chosen based on need 
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